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Non-Human Primates: Chimpanzees

Introduction
Chimpanzees are described as great apes that are majorly found across “central and West Africa”. They are also genetically closest to human because they share approximately 98.7% of humans’ DNA. Though this animal is commonly known as chimpanzee, its scientific name is “Pan Troglodytes” while there group name is referred to as “community”. Chimpanzees are also known to be omnivorous animals with an average life span of forty five years when living in the wild. Chimpanzees’ size ranges between 4 to 5.5 feet with a weight ranging between 70 to 130 pounds. In 1960, chimpanzees were discovered by a primatologist by the name Jane Goodall when she entered the “forest of Gombe”. All chimpanzees are currently listed as endangered species by America. I chose this non-human primate (Chimpanzee) over the others because they are our closest relatives and they also enable us to make essential discoveries on the origins of human conducts. 
Discussion/Content
According to National Geographic, (p1), chimpanzees’ size ranges between “4 to 5.5 feet” with weight ranging between seventy to one hundred and thirty pounds. Male adults weigh between 70 to 130 pounds while the females weigh between 60 to 110 pounds. Male chimpanzees appear to be bigger and stronger compared to the female chimpanzees. These animals are also covered by brown or black hair; however their faces are uncovered apart from a short white beard (Goldberg et al p413). It is important to note that, they also have a white skin color apart from the face, hands, and feet, which possess black color. Young chimpanzees can at times have white or white faces. Older male and female chimpanzees often have bald forehead while the back of their head is gray (Negrey et al. p24). Chimpanzees are well recognized for their extreme sexually dimorphic canine teeth; whereby male chimpanzees have canines that are up to 400% taller compared to those of the female chimpanzees. Moreover, the average standing height of an adult chimpanzee (both male and females) is 150 cm (4 ft 11 in). 
Male chimpanzees tend to have a sagittal crest while female chimpanzees do not have it. Chimpanzees live in huge groups ranging from 30 to 150 chimpanzees both male and females. These groups are referred to as "communities". Hence chimpanzees are considered to highly social. Chimpanzees have a complicated mating structure (Thompson et al. p43). Most copulations take place amid estrous females with full sexual bump and numerous males in cluster settings where there is high possibility for sperm competition, however males at times mate-guard females, and occasionally male-female pairs exclusively mate with each (Goldberg et al. p512). Female chimpanzees also experience menstrual cycles and come into “oestrus” after every 36 days, except when they are pregnant. The gestation period of chimpanzees is 237 days. According to Negrey et al. (p24), male chimpanzees seem to be more invested in safeguarding their own offspring. According to National Geographic (p1), chimpanzees are also known to be omnivorous animals with an average life span of forty five years for the males when living in the wild while the lifespan of females in the wild is 39years. However, chimpanzees in captivity can live up to 60 years. 
Chimpanzees normally eat on trees and majorly prefer fruits and plants. They also have various diets which consist of insects, as well as eggs, and nuts. Chimpanzees also enjoy meat, and have therefore been known to kill and consume monkeys and antelopes (Irbis et al. p410). It is important to note that, chimpanzees recognize and respect a hierarchy in their groups. Dominance relations are impacted by alliances, while coalitions are established by males—chimpanzee politics (National Geographic p1). When Jane Goodall discovered Chimpanzees in the “forest of Gombe, she noted that, chimpanzees were tool users. They use sticks to get small insects from nests. Moreover, they also used stones to break nuts and also use plant leaves as sponges to get drinking water. The geographical predators for chimpanzees include lions, and humans through deforestations. Chimpanzees are genetically closest to human beings because they share approximately 98.7% of humans’ DNA.
Conclusion
In conclusion the concepts that I have learned from this class and the textbook about the study of Chimpanzees have enabled me to understand the life of chimpanzees including their diet, behavior, and the tools that they used. Before this class, I did not know that, Female chimpanzees also have menstrual cycles. Currently chimpanzees are been used in biomedical research to acquire a comprehension of various illnesses that result in substantial morbidity and mortality. Moreover, conservation organizations are currently working to expand the protected regions for chimpanzees.
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